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AB A method for converting compactin to pravastatin is described. Compact in 
is provided and contacted with an agent derived from Actinomadura under 
conditions in which the agent converts compactin to pravastatin. Also 
described are an Actinomadura strain, an Actinomadura cell-free ext., an 
Actinomadura hydroxylase, and a method for lowering cholesterol levels in 
mammals . 
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AB The very effective conversion of ML-236B substances and derivs . thereof 
into 6 ' -hydroxylyted products with the microorganisms of species 
Amycolatopsis orientalis or with an ext. or a hydroxylation-ef f ective 
enzyme derived from said microorganism, is described. The products 
obtained are suitable as HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors or intermediates 
thereof. Thus, the products can be used, for example, as an 
antihypercholesterolemic in pharmacy. 
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AB An enzymic hydroxylation process for the prepn. of compds . useful as 
HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors and/or as intermediates in the prepn. of 
HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors is disclosed. Thus, Me compactin was 
hydroxylated by the action of Saccharopolyspora hirsuta to produce Me 
pravastatin. 
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